Political Science 101

American Political Institutions
Spring 2014 (Tuesday 7:00pm-9:50pm)
Instructor:       Prof. Terrance Mullins
Office/Hours:  Social Science Building, Room 32
-2:00pm-3:00pm Monday   

-6:00pm-7:00pm Wednesday

-2:00pm-3:00pm Thursday

Email:               prof.mullins@yahoo.com  

MyLabsPlus:   www.cerritos.mylabsplus.com
· Course Description

This course is designed to introduce students to the structures and processes that define American govern​ment and politics, with emphasis on the philosophy, structure, and behavior of the U.S. and Californian political systems. This course is also designed to improve your analytical, critical thinking, and communication skills. 

You should expect to enjoy this learning experience as long as you read the material, attend class regularly, and participate in class discussions.

· Course Objectives

Students will gain an understanding of 1) American democratic ideals; 2) the major documents, institutions, actors, and policies at the federal, state, and local government levels; and 3) the ability to critically analyze American politics relative to the ideals of American democracy.

· Students Learning Outcomes

1. Distinguish between the different branches of government

2. Recognize the historical significance of, the powers granted to the government, and the limitations placed upon the government in the United States Constitution

3. Describe the process by which policies are established

4. Recognize the rights and responsibilities of citizens in our democracy

· Course Materials

Textbook: 

· Edwards: Government in America… Cerritos Custom Brief 16/e with MyPoliSciLab-PLUS  (See Below)
MyPoliSciLabPLUS access code: 

· Students can attain MyPoliSciLab access in one of two ways:
1) Textbook Package Option: This package includes the textbook PLUS the required MyPoliSciLab access code and is ONLY available at either the On-campus or Off-campus Cerritos College bookstore. 
2) Access Code Only Option: Stand-alone access code cards (with e-book) are available for purchase from only the On-Campus or Off-campus bookstore. Alternatively, you can buy access directly from the www.cerritos.mylabsplus.com site during the MyPoliSciLab registration process.
· NOTE: Students who purchase a textbook somewhere other than the locations above will still need to purchase access to MyPoliSciLabPLUS. This may end up costing you more than option A or B so please be sure to choose your textbook purchase carefully. 
Logging into MyPoliSciLab
1. Go to www.cerritos.mylabsplus.com 
2. Log into MyPoliSciLab using your: 

· Username = Your Cerritos College 7-digit student number. (Add a leading “0” if you only have a 6-digit number).

· Password = Your date of birth (MMDDYY)

3. Click on the name of your course in the Spring 2014 (Political Science) course list 
Registering Your MPSL Access Code

1. After logging in:
2. Click on the Assignments and Quizzes tab (left side of screen) 
3. Read the Pearson License Agreement and Privacy Policy and click the I Accept button.
4. Enter your access code in the boxes provided and click Next.

or

Click the Buy Access link if you want to purchase access to Cerritos-MyLabsPlus using your credit card.

· Student Responsibilities
Electronic Devices: 
· Turn off **ALL** cell-phones (no vibrate mode--shut it down completely), laptops, and other electronic devices and put them away. 
· Students who engage in “TEXTING” during lecture will be instructed to leave immediately.

Emailing the professor:
· Always include the following information when emailing me:

· Your full name
· Class section (i.e. POL 101 MW 12:30pm) 
Attendance: 
· Students arriving late must enter via the rear door

· Scheduling appointments or other activities during class time is not acceptable. 
· It is your responsibility to sign the sign-in sheet each class session. 
· It is your responsibility to withdraw from the class if need be. 
· It is your responsibility to attain the lecture notes from a fellow student if you miss a class meeting.

Participation: 
· The class will be divided between lectures and group/class discussions, debates, and role-plays. 
· All students will be required to participate to the best of their ability. 
· You must be courteous at all times and respect the opinions of others, even if they differ from your own. 

Reading: 
· Review the class syllabus and the course schedule weekly. 
· You are responsible for reading the entire assignment before class. Careful reading of assignments BEFORE class meetings will allow us to have a two-way discussion about the context and implications of the facts, instead of simply listening to a lecture concerning the facts.
Students with disabilities: 
· If you have a documented disability and wish to discuss academic accommodations, please contact me as soon as possible. All accommodations are subject to prior authorization by DSPS and compliance with approved procedures. 
ASK for help: 
· I am here to help you succeed. While I expect you to work hard and to prepare on a daily basis, let me assure you that I will be there to help you.  
· Please come and see me during my office hours if you have concerns. My door is always open.
· Grading Policy

	Grading Policy


	
	Grading Scale

	Midterm Exam #1 ----------------------------------


	100 points
	
	360 – 400 points =  
	 A   90 - 100%

	Midterm Exam #2 ----------------------------------


	100 points
	
	321 – 359 points =  
	 B    80 - 89%

	Final Exam ------------------------------------------

	100 points
	
	280 – 319 points =  
	 C   70 -  79%

	MyLabsPlus Quizzes -------------------------------


	100 points


	
	240 – 279 points =  
	 D   60 -  69%

	Total =
	400 points

	
	000 – 236 points =  
	 F   50 -  00%


Examinations:  There will be three in-class examinations (two Midterms and a non-cumulative Final Exam) and will include material drawn from the readings, lectures, and any video presentations. The format for the exams will be a combination of Multiple Choice and True or False questions.  All exams will be completed using a #882-E Scantron (scantron’s can be purchased from the college bookstore). 

Study guides are available in MyLabsPlus in the “Course Home” section under “Syllabus/Handouts”

During an Exam:

· Students may not have any electronic device on during an exam.

· Students may not leave and return in the middle of an exam.
· Students will not be allowed to wear hats during an exam.
· Students may only have a #2 pencil and a scantron on their desk during an exam.
· Students are not allowed to talk to one another during an exam.
· Students who finish early are to remain silent during an exam.
· All in-class examinations are CLOSED BOOK.
Make-up exams will only be allowed in those instances where students can provide written proof supporting a valid reason for missing a scheduled exam. 

MyLabsPlus Activities: There are 20 online activities to be completed outside of class via MyLabsPlus. After completing a MyLabsPlus Activity, you will complete the 5 question quiz associated with it. To access activities and their respective quizzes:

1.
Click on the Assignments and Quizzes tab (left side of screen)

2.
Content is organized by chapter 

3.
Click on an activity/quiz to start

Final Class Grade: I do not give away grades, you earn them.  An 89.9% is not an “A” and a 69.9% is not a “C.”  Do not ask me to increase your grade merely because you are “close enough.” 
· Student Code of Conduct

I expect you to show your fellow students as well as the instructor common courtesy, and act in a way that is consistent with an educational environment. Students who engage in disruptive behavior during class will be instructed to leave immediately.
Examples of disruptive behavior include, but are not limited to, the following:

· engaging in non-class related conversation with classmates;
· receiving or answering cellular phone calls in non-emergencies; 
· TEXTING during class; 
· listening to music via an iPod or other media device; 
· studying for another class; 
· being disrespectful of the opinions of others; 
· Academic Integrity Policy
College study is the process of becoming an independent scholar. All students are expected to do their OWN work.  All forms of cheating and plagiarism will not be tolerated!!!  If plagiarism or any other form of academic dishonesty (including cheating on examinations) is suspected, the incident will be thoroughly investigated in accordance with campus policy.  Students found cheating or plagiarizing will fail their assignment. Students found to engage in academic dishonesty more than once will be referred to the Office of Judicial Affairs for further administrative action, such as suspension or expulsion. 

Examples of academic dishonesty include, but are not limited to, the following:

· Copying, either in part or in whole, from another’s test or examination;

· Discussion of answers or ideas relating to the answers during an examination;
· Obtaining copies of an exam without the permission of the instructor;

· Using notes, “Cheat sheets,” or otherwise utilizing information or devices not considered appropriate under the prescribed test conditions;

· Altering a grade or interfering with the grading procedures in any course;

· Allowing someone other than the officially enrolled student to represent the same (including signing the sign in sheet for an absent student);

· Plagiarism, which is defined as the act of taking the ideas, words or specific substantive material of another and offering them as one’s own without giving credit to the source.

*Note: This syllabus is subject to change at the discretion of the instructor in order to adapt to instructional needs.

   Reading & Testing Schedule (POL 101)

	
	Reading Schedule
	MLP Assignments/Due Dates
(Assigned Quizzes are to be completed no later than Saturday 11:59pm of each week)

	Test Dates

	 1.    Jan. 14

	Democracy


	1. Vid: US Human Rights Record Mixed

	

	 2.    Jan. 21

	U.S. Constitution......(Ch 02)


	2. Vid: Philadelphia, Home of American Independence

	

	 3.    Jan. 28

	Federalism………..….(Ch 03)


	3. Vid: Californians React to Supreme Court Ruling on Immigration

4. Vid: Historic Marijuana Vote Pits States against US Government
  
	

	 4.    Feb. 04

	Congress….............…..(Ch 11)


	5. Vid: US Congress Paralyzed by Partisan Posturing

	

	5. Feb. 11

	The Presidency….......(Ch 12)


	6. Vid: Vice Presidents Can Have a Major Impact 
	

	6. Feb. 18

	The Federal Courts... (Ch 15)


	7. Vid: Sotomayor Wins Confirmation 
	Exam 1

(weeks 1- 5)

	7. Feb. 25

	Civil Liberties…….....(Ch 04)


	8. Sim: You Are a Police Officer

9. Vid: Curbing Anti-Muslim Speech

	

	 8.    Mar. 04
        
	Civil Rights…….…....(Ch 05)


	10. Vid: Broken Racial Barriers Paved Way for Obama

11. Vid: Spying on New York Muslims Yields No Leads

	

	 9.    Mar. 11
        
	Public Opinion……...(Ch 06)


	12. Vid: Polling Propels Political Process

	

	10.   Mar. 18
        
	                        **No Class**    **Spring Break**    **No Class**

	

	11.   Mar. 25

	Public Opinion- cont

	
	

	12.   Apr. 01
	The Mass Media...….(Ch 07)


	13. Sim: You Are the News Editor

14. Vid: New Media Makes DNC Most Open Convention

	

	13.   Apr. 08
        
	Political Parties….….(Ch 08)


	15. Vid: Two Parties Dominate U.S. Politics 

16. Vid: The Tea Party Movement   
	Exam 2

(weeks 6-12)

	14.   Apr. 15

	Voting & Elections...(Ch 09)
	17. Vid: Presidential Debates

18. Vid: 'Identity Politics' Play a Role in US Elections
	

	15.   Apr. 22
        
	National Security…..(Ch 18)


	19. Sim: You Are a President during a Foreign Policy Crisis


	

	16.   Apr. 29
        
	National Security- cont


	20. Vid: Multinational Maneuvers Put Iran on Notice 


	

	17.   May 06
        
	National Security- cont


	
	

	18.   May 13
        
	California Government

	
	

	19.   May 20
        
	Final Exam   (8PM TO 10PM)

	
	Exam 3
(weeks 13-18)



*Note: Assignments and test dates may vary from the above schedule.
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